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MORGAN HILL

Thieves targeting
catalytic converters

Morgan Hill police
on Monday warned the
public about a rash of
catalytic converter thefts.

Sgt. Troy Hoefling
said police were called
out seven times on Jan.
31 by people whose SUVs
and Toyota trucks had
their catalytic converters
stolen.

In all seven cases,
Hoefling said the suspect
or suspects took the time
to unbolt the catalytic
converters, instead of
simply cutting both sides
of the exhaust pipe.

The vehicles ranged
from 1989 to 1999 models.

 Police are remind-
ing drivers to park in
well-lighted areas where
there is plenty of foot
traffic or preferably in a
locked garage. They also
suggested engraving your
license plate number on
the converter to make it
traceable and asking a
muffler shop to weld the
converter onto the car’s
frame.

If you have any 
information regarding 
these thefts or who may
be responsible, please call
Detective Scott Martin
at the Morgan Hill Police 
Department, 408-779-2101,
or the anonymous tip line 
at 408-947-STOP (7867).

— Lisa Fernandez, Staff

SAN JOSE

Man, 20, is city’s third
homicide of the year

A 20-year-old man was
shot and killed Sunday
night in San Jose, the
city’s third homicide of
the year, according to
police.

The man was identi-
fied Monday as Ramon 
Ruano of San Jose.

At 10:15 p.m. Sun-
day, San Jose police
responded to reports of a
shooting. Officers found
Ruano in the rear park-
ing lot of an apartment
complex on Blackford Av-
enue, near Saratoga and
Moorpark avenues. He
had one gunshot wound.

Ruano was taken to
Santa Clara Valley Medi-
cal Center, where he was
pronounced dead at 10:54
p.m.

The circumstances
and motive for the shoot-
ing are unknown and
remain under investiga-
tion. No suspects have
been identified.

Anyone with informa-
tion about this case is
urged to contact the San
Jose Police Department’s
homicide unit at 408-277-
5283. Persons wishing to
remain anonymous can
call the Silicon Valley
Crime Stoppers at 408-
947-STOP (7867), or may
visit: http://svcrimestop-
pers.org/.

— Mark Gomez, Staff

SAN JOSE

Vice mayor, husband
welcome baby girl

 San Jose Vice Mayor
Madison Nguyen and her
husband Terry welcomed 
daughter Olivia Vanessa 
Tran, 7 pounds and 
19 inches, at 7:58 a.m. 
Monday.

Mother and daughter 
are healthy and doing
well, according to her 
staff.

Nguyen, 37, will be 
on maternity leave until 
April 1 but will be allowed
to participate in  City
Council votes by tele-
phone, according to the
city clerk’s office.

The baby is the first
for the couple, and
Nguyen was reportedly
thrilled that the baby
would be born in the year 
of the dragon, considered 
a sign of success and hap-
piness.

— Tracy Seipel, Staff

SARATOGA

Jury selection begins
in hit-and-run case

Jury selection got un-
der way on Feb. 6 in the 
case against Saratogan 
Robert Schiro. The trial
is expected to begin this 
week.

Schiro is accused of hit-
ting and severely injuring
Ashley Jackson, a former
competitive cyclist, with
his silver BMW in an April
2009 incident on Highway
9 near Fruitvale Avenue in 
Saratoga.

Jackson and her
husband, Dave Nelson, 
who was also hit, had
just turned off  Fruitvale
Avenue heading south on
Saratoga-Los Gatos Road
when a car swerved into
the bike lane, knocking 
Jackson to the ground.

Schiro is facing five 
counts: three for hit-and-
run causing injury and two
for driving with a sus-
pended license. He faces a
maximum of four years in
state prison if convicted on 
all charges.

Two enhancements
that had been added to
the charges have been
dismissed. The enhance-
ments could have added 
another five years of
prison time if Schiro was 
convicted on all charges.

— Brian Babcock, Staff

A traveling exhibi-
tion about World 
War I is making its
way to Silicon Valley
this week, stopping 
at the Winchester
Mystery House in
San Jose on Tuesday
and the San Mateo
County History Museum on
Friday.“Honoring Our His-
tory” is an 18-wheel traveling
museum that’s on a 75-city
tour across the country.

There are more than 60
artifacts from the war, which 
lasted from 1914 to 1918,
including uniforms, weapons
and posters. Visitors can even 
get a sense of what it was like
to experience the tight trench 
warfare of the era.

The exhibition, which will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
will be set up in the parking
lot of the San Jose attraction
at 525 S. Winchester Blvd. 
Admission is free.

YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS: 
Along with more than 350 
other people, I had a fantastic 
time Saturday at Children’s 
Musical Theater of San Jose’s 
21st annual Cabaret Night 
fundraiser.

Dozens of the company’s
alumni actors — all grown up
and in many cases working
on Broadway or other stages 
— return to perform in the
event, ably hosted by artistic
director Kevin Hauge. There 
were five medleys of different 
numbers from shows CMTSJ
has staged over the years plus 
two upcoming productions,
March’s “Legally Blonde” and 
April’s “9 to 5.”

It’s impressive enough that 
the show includes choreogra-

phy — customized for
the “theater on the 
round” setup at the 
San Jose Civic — and
several costume 
changes. But to me
the most impressive
thing is how it all 
comes together, given 

that some of the performers
arrive in town just 24 hours
before the show.

OUTSTANDING CEL-
EBRATION: The Mountain 
View Chamber of Commerce 
 honored members of the city’s 
business community Jan. 28 
at its 17th annual Celebration 
of Leaders dinner at the Four 
Seasons Hotel in East Palo 
Alto.

Eight of the chamber’s 
nonprofit partners recognized
their volunteers of the year, 
and the chamber presented 
awards to the following
groups and individuals for
“outstanding” contributions
to the community: Lucile 
Packard Children’s Hospital
(large business), Helming’s
Auto Repair (small business),
Peninsula Youth Theatre (or-
ganization), Hung LeDang of
the Mountain View Police De-
partment (business person), 
Pago Mobile (new chamber
member) and Ambassador of
the Year Susan Myers.

A new category was added 
this year, Outstanding Young 
Business Person, which was
presented to Young Han of
GoVoluntr .

Contact Sal Pizarro at
spizarro@mercurynews.com
or 408-627-0940. Follow him at
Facebook.com/mercurynews.
aroundtown.

Artifacts from World War I
exhibiting in S.J., San Mateo
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OUR COMMUNITIES IN BRIEF LOCAL VIEWS

By Matt Wilson
mwilson@bayareanewsgroup.com

Jack Chin is dying of 
leukemia. The Monta Vista
High School alum needs an 
immediate bone marrow 
transplant to survive, and 
the search is on to find a
matching and willing donor.

“Plain and simple, the 
only way Jack can find a
match to save his life is if one
appears in the bone marrow 
registry,” Jim Chin, Jack’s 
fraternal twin brother, said 
in a statement. “There is
no other way for him to get
through this. No amount of 
positive, wishful thinking, en-
couraging Facebook notes or
sympathy will do anything to
change the fact that if people
don’t register, my brother is
not going to make it.”

The 23-year-old Cuper-
tino resident found himself
with unusual leg pains last 
summer, just before begin-
ning work at a prestigious
and competitive finance
internship with Visa in San
Francisco. He had signed up
for martial arts classes and 
was living at home for the
summer in Cupertino before 
returning to UCLA to finish
up his degree studying eco-
nomics and accounting.

Chin worked through the 
pain with the aid of painkill-
ers. But six weeks into the

program, he could barely 
move his legs or stand up-
right.

In July, he received MRI
scans and a blood test that 
showed he had acute lym-
phoblastic leukemia. He was
rushed to the hospital that 
same day and stayed for a 
month. Chin then spent sev-
eral months living a life of 
treatment, pills and chemo-
therapy.

Doctors told Chin on Jan. 
13 that he needs a bone-mar-
row transplant or he will 
die.

“I never thought stuff
like this would ever happen
to me, just so suddenly and 
without any family history,” 
Chin said. “It can happen to
you or someone you know.
It is not as far away as you 
may think.”

Bone marrow trans-
plants are dependent upon
finding a suitable match. 
Unfortunately for Chin, his
family’s bone marrow and
even the bone marrow of his 
brother Jim are not a match. 
Friends, former classmates
and family have worked to
plan bone marrow drives in
various states and cities.

The odds of an unre-
lated person being a match
for Chin are 1 in 20,000. 
Patients are most likely to
find a match among donors 
with the most similar ethnic 
background; in Chin’s case 
a match will most likely be
Chinese. But only about 7
percent of those on the na-

tional bone marrow registry 
are Asian, according to the 
Be The Match program.

For more information
about Jack Chin and the 
campaign to fi nd a match,
visit www.facebook.com/

savejacktoday. For more 
information about the Na-
tional Marrow Donor Pro-
gram, visit www.marrow.
org, and to sign up for a 
swab kit, visit join.bethe-
match.org/jack.

Family seeks
bonemarrow
donor for son

CUPERTINO

Q In light of the
communication 

printed from Ms. 
Campbell (Ac-
tion Line, Feb. 1), I
thought it was appro-
priate to resubmit my 
comments in favor of
Foot Solutions.

I am a satisfied customer 
of Foot Solutions and have
been for over 20 years. Well, it
was once known as Bonsall’s,
which is how I have been a 
customer that long. I have foot 
issues and I won’t bore you 
with the details. Marge and 
her staff are extremely knowl-
edgeable with the variety of
foot issues that people have,
particularly diabetes issues.
As a rule, I only buy my shoes 
from Foot Solutions. If I have
a problem with the fit down
the road, Marge will work with 
me and make adjustments to
my shoes. You don’t get that 
service at any other shoe store 
I know of. I have had to order 
shoes at Foot Solutions and
granted, sometimes it takes 
several weeks for them to 
come in. I have benefitted from
the experience and knowledge 
at Foot Solutions and have
been happier with them than 
my podiatrist as far as getting 
resolution and shoes that are 
comfortable to wear.

CindyWagner
San Jose

A And …

Q Great letter from Foot 
Solutions’ Debbie Camp-

bell. Translation: “Please clar-
ify to your readers that some 

of our stores don’t 
screw its customers.”
If there was any genu-
ine customer satisfac-
tion concern on Foot 
Solutions’ part, after 
she said that corpo-
rate is working with
the franchisees she 

would have added something
like, “In the meantime, please 
ask your readers to contact 
me if they have any difficul-
ties resolving issues with their 
local store.”

Todd
San Jose

A As with any business,
when making a major

purchase, it is always good to
look around. Try the Better 
Business Bureau, Yelp and
just do a general search for
“complaints” and the name of
the company.

You might not always
receive the absolute truth,
but you will know what other
people are saying about these 
businesses. Shop carefully. 

And if you feel you are 
getting a raw deal and can’t 
negotiate a satisfactory
solution, fire off an email to 
actionline@mercurynews.
com. And for express service,
please give the email address 
of the store involved. Oh, and 
if you are calling, always speak
your phone number slowly and
twice.

Contact Action Line at
actionline@mercurynews.com,
408-920-5796, www.facebook.
com/BayAreaNewsGroup.
ActionLine or http://twitter.
com/Action_Line.

Foot Solutions customer 
shares positive experience

ACTION  LINE
DENNIS ROCKSTROH

Irvington High School
wins area science bowl
Irvington High School in
Fremont defeated teams
from 24 schools to win the
Sandia National Laborato-
ries — California Regional
High School Science Bowl.
The victory last month
sends Irvington to the U.S. 
Department of Energy
National Science Bowl April
26 to April 30 in Washing-
ton, D.C.
In the science bowls, stu-
dents in teams of four or five
compete in a fast-paced,
Jeopardy-style format to 
solve technical problems
and answer questions in 
biology, chemistry, earth
science, physics, astronomy
and math.

SCHOOL SCENE LENS ON THE BAY

Islamic Science Rediscovered

KAREN T. BORCHERS /STAFF

A statue of Muslim-Chinese Admiral Zheng He is one
of several exhibits that visitors can now see for free
until Feb. 26. at the Tech Museum in San Jose.

POLICE BLOTTER » CRIME NEWS FROM SELECTED CITIES

SAN JOSE
Multiple locations, Wednesday 
Gang suppression efforts re-
sulted in a number of parole and 
probation searches and five ar-
rests on misdemeanor warrants.

The Alameda, South First and
Race streets, 4:30-10:30 p.m.
Wednesday Two people were 
arrested on prostitution-related
charges.

5300 block of Deodora Grove
Court, 12:17 a.m. Friday 
Gunshots were reported. Police 
responded and found a hurt 35-
year-old man on a sidewalk. His
injuries were not life-threatening.

CAMPBELL
Hacienda and Abbott avenues,
7:46 p.m. Thursday A 59-year-
old woman stopped for a traffic
violation was determined to be

driving under the influence and
had an outstanding $30,000 war-
rant for a previous DUI.

Highway 17 and Hamilton Av-
enue, 10:28 p.m. Thursday An
intoxicated 18-year-old woman 
was arrested. According to four
males in her company, she’d cre-
ated problems at a party in San
Jose, which is why they left, and 
on their way home, the woman 
was in the rear seat when she hit 
the driver in the back of the head
and stabbed the male next to her
in the chest. The males wrestled
the knife away and dragged her
from the car. By the time police 
arrived, the woman had spent 
time banging on their car win-
dows and on residents’ doors.

 REDWOOD CITY
851 Main St., 1:25 a.m. Friday 
Three men suffered cuts to their

head and neck areas by a man
who pulled out a knife and at-
tacked them, then left in a white
vehicle resembling a Chevrolet
Impala.

SAN MATEO
 600 block of East 16th Avenue, 
10:34 a.m. Thursday A resident
who knew her neighbors didn’t 
have an alarm called police when 
a male claiming to be with an
alarm company went into their
backyard.

1300 block of South Norfolk
Street, 5:03 p.m. Thursday A
person told police about a driver
who makes a habit of swinging by
the bus stop, dropping his pants
and then driving away.

See more blotter items at
www.mercurynews.com/
crime-courts.

 111 BAY AREA NEWS GROUP B3TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2012

Transplant needed
to save 23-year-old
man, doctors say

COURTESY OF THE CHIN FAMILY

“I never thought stuff like this would ever happen to
me, says Jack Chin, 23, a Monta Vista High School
graduate. The younger boy with him is unidentified.


